
months of hard fighting, from June to November, the en­
listed man in the A. E. F. received on the average: 

Slicker and overcoat, every 5 months. 
Blanket, flannel shirt, and breeches, every 2 months. 
Coat, every 79 days. 
Shoes and puttees, every 51 days. 
Drawers and undershirt, every 34 days. 
Woolen socks, every 23 days. • 

SUMMARY 

1. The problems of feeding and clothing the Army were 
difficult because of the immense quantities involved rather than 
because o f the difficulty of manufacturing the articles needed. 

2. Requirements for some kinds of clothing for the Army 
were more than twice as great as the prewar total American 
production of the same articles. 

3. To secure the articles needed for the Army the Govern­
ment had to commandeer all the wool and some other staple 
articles in the United States and control production through 
all its stages. 

4. The distribution o f supplies in the expeditionary forces 
required the creation of an organization called the Services of 
Supply, to which one-fourth of all»the troops who went over­
seas were assigned. 

5. American Engineers built in France 17 new ship berths, 
1,000 miles of standard-gauge track, and 538 miles of nar­
row-gauge track. 

6. The Signal Corps strung in France 100,000 miles o f 
telephone and telegraph wire. 

7. Prior to the armistice 40,000 trucks were shipped to the 
forces in France. 

8. Construction projects in the United States cost twice as 
much as the Panama Canal, and construction overseas was 
on nearly as large a scale. 

9. The Army in France always had enough food and 
clothing. 


